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Overview
In 2025, WFP concentrated on enhancing livelihoods, boosting agricultural production, and improving health,
education, and nutrition outcomes, while also strengthening national institutions and systems. The organization is
transitioning from direct implementation to enabling and strengthening the capacities of national and sub-national
institutions to tackle food security and nutrition issues. WFP's efforts contribute to the achievement of Sustainable
Development Goal 2 (Zero Hunger) and Goal 17 (Partnerships for the Goals), among others. The Country Strategic Plan
aligns with the United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework for Tajikistan for 2023-2026 and the
government's National Development Strategy (NDS) through 2030, which serves as the overarching framework for
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.

In the reporting year, WFP assisted more than 570,000 beneficiaries . The organization supported more than 1,900
men, boys and girls with disabilities through food and cash-based transfers interventions. Under Strategic Outcome 1,
asset creation activities took place in 12 districts identified as highly vulnerable to climate impacts, benefiting more than
19,000 individuals. To complement asset creation, WFP provided capacity strengthening to 2,010 community members,
focusing on food processing technologies and farming as a business. Priority was given to rural women and youth, in
line with WFP€s commitments to gender equality and youth inclusion. Additionally, WFP conducted field assessments
and household verifications to identify the most vulnerable villages and households affected by food insecurity due to
climate variability, along with spot checks to ensure accurate targeting.

WFP continued its support for primary schoolchildren aged 6-11 in targeted rural and urban areas by providing daily
hot meals within Strategic Outcome 2. The organization reached 3 percent fewer beneficiaries than initially planned,
mainly due to some schools transitioning to state-funded school feeding programme. About 538,000 students
benefited from WFP€s school feeding programme. Meals were delivered nationwide across 1,840 schools. At the same
time, the government focused on assisting schools that were not yet part of WFP€s school feeding programme. WFP€s
school feeding programme remains its largest operation in Tajikistan.

WFP conducted activities aimed at the treatment and prevention of moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) in five districts
within the Khatlon and Sughd regions. The project focuses on treating children aged 6-59 months affected by MAM by
supplying specialized nutritious food (SNF) in the targeted districts: Jaloliddini Balkhi, Dusti, Kulob, and Shahritus in the
Khatlon Region, as well as Ayni District in the Sughd Region. This initiative has reached more than 3,700 beneficiaries,
which represents only 22 percent of the intended target due to funding limitations. In addition to providing SNF,
primary healthcare staff offer guidance to parents and guardians on proper feeding practices for infants and young
children. As a preventive measure, WFP also implemented social and behavior change communication and other
activities to encourage healthy nutrition practices within the communities.

Under Strategic Outcome 3, WFP assisted populations impacted by the 5.8-magnitude earthquake that occurred in
eastern Tajikistan on 13 April 2025. The earthquake resulted in considerable damage in the Rasht and Tojikobod
districts. WFP distributed food commodities to 260 households in Rasht District and to 156 households Tojikobod
District. Each household received a standardized food ration of 50 kg of flour, 1.78 liters of oil, and 5 kg of pulses, which
helped stabilize food security during the emergency phase. 

WFP supported the work of national platforms and inter-agency efforts on emergency preparedness and disaster risk
reduction in coordination with the Committee of Emergency Situations and Civil Defense under the Government of the
Republic of Tajikistan and enhanced the response capacity of REACT.

Additionally, WFP in Tajikistan supported the UN Humanitarian Air Service's flights between Dushanbe and Kabul,
including the customs clearance of shipments.

WFP made notable progress in transitioning its school feeding programme to national ownership, in accordance with
the National Strategy for Sustainable Development of School Feeding (2017-2027). A significant milestone was the
implementation of WFP€s Funds Transfer Pilot (FTP) model the previous year, which initially included 17 schools. This
model allowed direct cash transfers to participating schools, enabling them to diversify menus and enhance nutritional
standards for schoolchildren. Following its success, the government expanded the FTP model to 94 schools in 2025, up
from 55 in 2024, indicating increased budgetary commitments.

In 2025, WFP's efforts facilitated the implementation of wheat flour fortification, reinforced national systems, and
enhanced the potential for decreasing micronutrient deficiencies in Tajikistan. WFP supplied laboratory equipment and
materials to enable external quality control of fortified wheat flour.

WFP emphasized gender sensitivity in the design, implementation, and monitoring of projects, and gathered and
analyzed data disaggregated by sex and age. As part of its participatory approach, WFP held extensive consultations at
the community level in targeted areas, promoting women's participation in project implementation and fostering
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greater gender equality in local community development. The organization aimed to maintain safety and accountability
in all its interventions. Additionally, WFP implemented a community feedback mechanism to improve the effectiveness
of its operations and uphold accountability to the communities it serves.

In 2025, WFP Tajikistan Country Office conducted the final evaluation of the Country Strategic Plan (CSP), with the final
report expected in early 2026. Initial findings indicate that WFP has been strategically well positioned, effectively
leveraging its mandate, technical expertise, field presence, and partnerships to respond to national priorities in food
security, nutrition, social protection, climate resilience, and emergency preparedness. However, the evaluation also
highlights that progress toward the CSP€s intended shift to a more integrated, systems-oriented approach has been
uneven, constrained by project-based financing, siloed implementation, and internal organizational challenges.
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Beneficiaries by Programme Area
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Total Transfers by Modality
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Operational context

Context

Tajikistan is a landlocked mountainous country in the heart of Central Asia, bordered by Afghanistan, China, the Kyrgyz
Republic and Uzbekistan. With a population of slightly over ten million (1) growing at nearly 2 percent per year (2) - the
highest rate in the Eastern Europe and Central Asia region - Tajikistan has a youthful demographic, with 68 percent of
its population under the age of 30 and 70 percent living in rural areas. (3) 

Wasting affects 6 percent of children and is more common in urban regions. Micronutrient deficiencies are prevalent,
particularly severe deficiencies in vitamin A and moderate deficiencies in iron. Anemia impacts 35.2 percent of women
and girls of reproductive age. Nonetheless, some improvements have been noted. In Tajikistan, over 20 percent of
children under five are stunted. Childhood stunting and undernutrition typically result from various factors associated
with environment, food, hygiene, and health. The risks related to malnutrition are largely concentrated in rural areas of
Tajikistan, highlighting the significant disparity between these areas and urban regions. (4)

The economy of Tajikistan has been experiencing rapid growth, primarily driven by substantial remittance inflows. In
2024, real GDP growth was recorded at 8.4 percent, nearly matching the rate from 2023, with the services and industrial
sectors leading this expansion. Increased consumption and investment have helped offset a 20.5 percent decline in
exports, particularly due to decreased shipments of precious metals and cotton. Domestic demand has been bolstered
by high remittance inflows, which peaked at 49 percent of GDP in 2024, compared to 39 percent in 2023, along with
rising public sector wages. The growth trend continued into 2025, with an 8.2 percent growth rate observed in the first
quarter.

The recent reduction in poverty levels can be attributed to remittances and rising labor incomes, though the country is
also facing challenges related to increasing inequality, particularly in rural regions. According to the latest estimates,
national poverty fell from 21.7 percent in 2022 to 20.4 percent in 2023, with 35 percent of households experiencing
upward mobility mostly due to remittances and increased labor income from the services and agriculture sectors.
However, inequality has risen since 2021, with rural areas reaching a Gini coefficient of 39 in 2023, which reflects
uneven distribution of remittances and disparities in education levels. This situation highlights the necessity for
targeted measures aimed at fostering more equitable growth.
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